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Abstract 
This paper summarizes the true tribal identities warring for dominance in the “culture wars” of 

the United States. [1} It begins with the premise that the current view of polarization in the 

United States is limited to horizontal maps of polar opposites. Left vs. Right, white vs. people of 

color, Christian vs. Atheist, male vs. female. This perspective can be categorized as “what seems 

to be happening.” 

 

This assessment of positions in horizontal opposition to each other is partially correct, but 

ignores the findings of years of research into how humans develop from an infant to a mature 

adult. It also does not take into account how cultures have advanced in intelligence from tribal 

governance structures to our current global informational narrative. This perspective is 

summarized by the statement “We are all NOT the same.”  

 

To fully understand the dynamics in play as different perspectives vie for cultural influence in 

the United States, the concept of individual and cultural VERTICAL stage development adds a 

dimension of analysis that incorporates more. This expanded view includes the true intentions 

of each tribal perspective and their potential impact on a type of UNITY being achieved in a 

majority of the population. This consideration goes far beyond attempts to bring polar opposite 

perspectives [2] together through dialogue and compromise.  It offers a more detailed 

discernment of the perspectives vying for dominance in the United States and what is necessary 

for each of them to find unity with each other going forward.  

 

Our research looks at each of the current VERTICAL stages of individual and cultural 

development [3] to identify their beliefs and grievances, their primary opposition to each 

other’s narrative and what each stage needs to feel comfortable living with the other 

worldviews. These findings can be summarized as “what is actually happening.” 
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What Seems to Be Happening  
 
The political culture wars are many times defined as a battle between conservative and 

progressive values for the soul of America. The racial culture wars as a battle between 

individuals of different skin color. The religious culture wars as a battle between religious and 

secular values. The gender culture war as a battle between the qualities of the feminine and 

masculine as it relates to the governance of relationships.  

 

The Suppression of Cultural Perspectives   

Each polarized perspective on a horizontal map of cultural views is fearful that IF the 

perspectives of the other rival perspective “wins”, they will lose the option to live by their 

particular principles and values. The grievances and fear of a particular perspective that is 

diametrically opposed to its rival makes it almost impossible for them to move forward 

together. In addition, if either perspective suppresses or dominates the other, the seeds are 

sown for the suppressed perspective to attempt to overcome the other and destabilize the 

entire population of the culture.  

 

The Promotion of Rival Cultural Perspectives 

The media (all types) plays a role in reinforcing and promoting these divisions with “click bait” 

headlines [4] that serve as “dog whistles” for a particular perspective. This practice is designed 

to generate audience “activity” on search engines, social platforms and communication apps.  

 

“Activity” means eyeballs. Eyeballs mean more advertising dollars or additional membership 

sign ups. These click bait campaigns can vary wildly in their intent to INCITE from “how do we 

get along” to “kill those that oppose us.” In this environment of manufactured strive there is no 

attempt to identify a perspective as true; rather it’s designed to attract rival perspectives and 

promote conflict between them. 

 

Opinion driven media programing [5} also attempts to equalize points of view from vastly 

different levels of expertise. This creates the impression that no view is better than any other.  
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For example, “there are good people on both sides of the demonstration” when in truth one 

side is breaking the law and the other is exercising their constitutional rights.  

 

Spokespersons for these different perspectives can also vary tremendously in experience and 

actual expertise. For example, a cable news program will pit an expert with years of experience 

on a topic vs. a blogger who is simply parroting the view of their small audience. The way that 

both spokespeople are presented implies that both their opinions are based on the same level 

of expertise and popularity. This is rarely true. This can result in audience confusion about the 

actual cultural influence of any given perspective. 

 

Inclusion of Culture Perspectives 

The ideal state for rivals moving forward together is not a bloodless compromise, but the 

inclusion of the heathy parts of each perspective in the potential solution. The statement 

“there can be no progress as long as they…” leads to cultural paralysis that does not serve 

either perspective. It can result in a culture literally losing the “will” to overcome the next set of 

issues that confront them. This paralysis can signal a decline of the culture’s influence in the 

world. 
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Our Findings: What is Actually Happening 
 
The current culture war is not solely based on a horizontal map of polarized rival perspectives. 

It is better understood by also including a vertical map of the three current cultural 

perspectives warring with each other and a fourth emerging. The three existing cultural 

perspectives are the “Traditional”, “Modern” and “Post Modern narratives.” [6] [7] The fourth 

perspective that some claim to be emerging in the current cultural chaos is identified as Integral 

or Integrated.  

 

The Traditional Narrative 

The traditional narrative emerged around 1700 BC as major cities arose that concentrated 

political, religious, and social institutions that were previously spread across many smaller, 

separate tribal communities. This contributed to the development of states and empires. Both 

are organized communities that live under a single political structure. A present-day country is a 

state in this sense. [8] 

 

The traditional narrative puts a strong emphasis on rules, stability and order. [9] This was a 

major cultural advance from the tribal narratives that encouraged constant warfare with 

anyone outside a tribe’s blood line. In the Traditional Narrative it is typical for politics and 

religion to be strongly connected either directly or symbiotically. For example: Early on in the 

age of kings and empires, religious institutions bestowed the divine right on royalty to rule over 

the masses. 

 

Even as democracies emerged, the Traditional Narrative still insisted on concepts like “in GOD 

we trust.” This suggests the country in question and its leaders are more blessed by the concept 

of a mythic God than any others. The unhealthy aspects of the Traditional Narrative’s “God’s 

blessing” claim are that anyone that does not align with the dominant religious tradition of the 

country is identified as an “infidel” and is considered to be outside societies “circle of care.”  
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This can result in cultural attitudes that make it OK to harm anyone outside this circle of care. 

For example: Historically, more people have been killed and tortured in the name of God than 

for any other reason.  

 

The Traditional Narrative’s primary mission is to gather individuals of like-minded thought and 

philosophy into groups that will advance doctrines they believe lead to their cultural 

dominance.  

 

In the Traditional Narrative both political and religious organizations create and reinforce social 

hierarchies, which have clear distinctions in status between individual people and between 

different groups. There is a strong emphasis in the Traditional Narrative on defining the core 

group to which an individual identifies with and viewing everyone else as “other.”  

 

The Traditional Narrative’s "blind spot" is that it loves and protects only a particular group of 

like-minded individuals based on common political, sociological or religious views. This results 

in their not “seeing” or “valuing” other groups in the culture that do not share their views. This 

blindness drives the Traditional Narrative’s attempts to marginalize other groups. For example, 

certain white groups will try to marginalize people of color.  

 

Currently, in the United States roughly about 40% of the population still identifies with some 

translation of the Traditional Narrative. It identifies the other 60% as “other.”  

 

What Are Traditionalists Afraid Of?  

Traditionalists’ greatest fear is that they will dominated by a cultural view they identify as 

“other.” They literally feel that they will contribute to the “damnation” of the United States if 

they don’t insist that their traditional values are the core philosophy of American culture. 
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What Do Traditionalists Need to Feel Comfortable? 

For individuals aligned with the Traditional Narrative that can imagine co-existing with other 

cultural worldviews, they need to believe that they will be able to live their lives in accordance 

with their traditional values unchallenged by Modernist and Post-Modernist worldviews. For 

example: adherence to traditional family values, a limited choice on abortion, and the freedom 

to educate their children in traditional values. 

 

An Articulation of a Traditional Narrative’s Critique of Modern Culture 

“Slouching Towards Gomorrah” – Robert H. Bork 

https://www.amazon.com/Slouching-Towards-Gomorrah-Liberalism-American/dp/0060573112 

 

The Modern Narrative 

The Modern Narrative emerged around 1600 AD with a strong emphasis on the scientific 

method. [10] The enlightenment included a range of new ideas centered on reason as the 

primary source of knowledge. It advanced ideals such as liberty, progress, toleration, fraternity, 

and constitutional government. The Modern Narrative strongly rejected the Traditional 

Narrative’s views on religious dominance in the culture and argued for a separation of church 

and state. 

 

The Modern Narrative’s primary belief is in the “progress” of individuals to become as 

successful as they can based on their own abilities. The Modern Narrative rejects the 

Traditional Narratives views on religion as the defining force in the culture. The Modern 

Narrative has spurred a massive increase in lifestyle abundance in the developed world as 

individuals followed their desire to better their lives no matter the circumstances of their birth.  

The Modern Narrative is still the major driver behind the technological advancements that are 

shaping our next cultural narrative including artificial intelligence. 

 

The Modern Narrative’s "blind spot" is that it collapses its understanding of the world into only 

those things that can be measured by the scientific method. This leaves out a great deal of 

https://www.amazon.com/Slouching-Towards-Gomorrah-Liberalism-American/dp/0060573112
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human experience that is accessed through other ways of knowing. One danger of the Modern 

Narrative, carried to the extreme, is that its drive for success at all costs will destroy the natural 

world from which it extracts its resources.  

 

Currently, in the United States roughly about 35% of the population identifies with some 

translation of the Modern Narrative.  

 

What is Modern Narrative Afraid Of? 

The greatest fear of the Modern Narrative is that individuals will be limited in what they can 

accomplish by the circumstances of their birth. In addition, the Modern Narrative fears the 

Traditionalists view of God as the supreme force that decides winners and losers. 

 

What Does the Modern Narrative Need to Feel Comfortable 

The Modern Narrative needs to feel that an individual can pursue their dreams without the 

limitation of their birth circumstances. The Modern Narrative needs to feel that individual and 

cultural decisions are made based on perspectives that are supported by scientific fact. The 

Modern Narrative needs to feel that the results of an individual pursuing their dreams are not 

limited or decided by a supreme being. 

 

An Articulation of a Modernist Solution to Cultural Change 

“Life 3.0: Being Human in the Age of Artificial Intelligence” Max Tegmark – Prelude – The Tale of 

the Omega Team 

 

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Life+3.0%3A+Being+Human+in+the+Age+of+Artificial+Intelligen

ce%E2%80%9D+Max+Tegmark&ref=nb_sb_noss 

 

The Postmodern Narrative 

The Postmodern Narrative emerged in the late 1960’s and 1970’s and was often identified at 

the outset as a “New Age” perspective. [11] Postmodernism is generally identified with valuing 

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Life+3.0%3A+Being+Human+in+the+Age+of+Artificial+Intelligence%E2%80%9D+Max+Tegmark&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Life+3.0%3A+Being+Human+in+the+Age+of+Artificial+Intelligence%E2%80%9D+Max+Tegmark&ref=nb_sb_noss
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more diversity, inclusion and the distribution of the cultures opportunities and resulting wealth 

to more of its people. It also has an attitude of skepticism, irony, or rejection of the grand 

narratives and ideologies of modernism and traditionalism, often calling into question various 

assumptions of enlightenment rationality. Consequently, common targets of postmodern 

critique include universalist notions of objective reality, morality, truth, human nature, reason, 

science, language, and social progress. 

 

In the last 50 years, the Postmodern Narrative has birthed the environmental movement, the 

civil rights movement, women’s rights and alternative health. It also advanced the concept of a 

social safety net for the disadvantaged. Its mission is to extend the opportunities and the 

wealth of the culture to all citizens and cease the marginalization of certain populations. 

 

The Postmodern Narrative seriously questions the Modernist promotion of success at all costs. 

It currently sees the concentration of wealth and power in less than 1% of the population and 

the degradation of the planet as unhealthy to the stability of the culture of the United States 

and the world. It also rejects the Traditionalists narrow definition of God or Spirit. 

Postmodernism reclaims the importance of spiritual intelligence after the Modernists rejection 

of a mythical God and values direct contemplative methods of connection with the sacred. 

 

The Post-Modern Narratives “blind spot” is that it still believes, like the Traditional and Modern 

worldviews, that its narrative is the "one" that all humans in the world should align with. 

Whether it’s Postmodernists condemnation of current Capitalism or its rejection of Traditional 

religion, it makes the mistake of wanting to eliminate Modernist and Traditionalists worldviews. 

This results in the continuation of the current Culture War, in spite of Post-modern beliefs in 

diversity and the inclusion of all. 

 

Currently, in the United States roughly 20% of the population identify with the Post-modern 

narrative. 
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What is Post Modern Afraid Of? 

The Post Modern Narrative is most afraid of worldviews that marginalize particular populations 

as a problem to be eliminated. It also fears that fundamentalist religious views combined with 

kelptographic political power will subvert the progress that has been made as a result of the 

emergence of Postmodernist views. 

 

What Does the Post Modern Narrative Need to Feel Comfortable? 

Postmodernists need to feel that all citizens regardless of race, color or sexual orientation are 

included in the cultural progress of the United States. It needs to feel that there is a cultural 

belief in the equality of opportunity. It needs to feel that religion and the connection with the 

sacred have advanced beyond Traditionalist religionist views. 

 

Five Examples of Postmodernism in Television 

https://www.theodysseyonline.com/examples-postmodernism-television 

 

The Integral or Integrated Narrative 

It is the claim of cultural evolution theory that there have been 6-7 major cultural transitions in 

the history of the progress of humanity. [12] These include transitions from small isolated tribes 

based on a family blood line to grand agricultural empires that included many different tribes, 

to industrial states that outlawed slavery, to informational global entities that one day may 

evolve beyond nation states.  

 

In some circles it is also claimed that humans are currently experiencing yet another cultural 

transition that is attempting to go beyond the Post Modern Narrative to one that is more 

integrated. [13] An Integral view claims to identify the three current cultural narratives warring 

for dominance and sees the healthy and unhealthy aspects of each. Its mission is to transcend 

and include the healthy aspects of all three prior cultural narratives. It does not seek to 

eliminate the other narratives, 
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The Integral Narrative’s “blind spot” is that in transcending and including Traditional, Modern 

and Postmodern Narratives it will attempt to “manipulate” other world views by simply using 

language that is designed to attract their attention and agreement while not fully entering into 

an authentic engagement with each narrative’s healthy aspects.   

 

The Integral Narrative is currently being explored by 3-5% of the world’s population. It is very 

early in its development. It claims that the current cultural chaos and confusion is a result of the 

Post Modern Narrative falling away and the new Integral Narrative yet to stabilize.   

 

What is the Integral Narrative Afraid Of? 

The Integral Narrative fears that humans will not evolve beyond the current culture wars 

between Traditional, Modern and Postmodern narratives. As a result, there will be a temporary 

pause in human cultural evolution at one of these lower stages of human cultural development. 

This “pause” is currently being imagined in dystopian views of the future depicted in our films, 

television series, video games, news and social media. 

 

What Does the Integral Narrative Need to Feel Comfortable? 

The Integral Narrative needs to feel that humans are making progress towards a more 

generative cultural view based on the integration of the healthy aspects of the Traditional, 

Modern and Postmodern narratives.  

 

An Articulation of the Evolution of Intelligence. 

Up from Eden: A Transpersonal View of Human Evolution – Ken Wilber 

https://www.amazon.com/Up-Eden-Transpersonal-Human-Evolution/dp/0835607313 

 

An Explanation of the Need for an Integral Philosophy  

https://kwbioapp.com/content/why-do-we-need-new-philosophy-solve-global-challenges 

 

The Current Cultural Wars as Viewed Through an Integral Perspective 

https://www.amazon.com/Up-Eden-Transpersonal-Human-Evolution/dp/0835607313
https://kwbioapp.com/content/why-do-we-need-new-philosophy-solve-global-challenges
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https://kwbioapp.com/content/current-culture-wars-seen-through-integral-perspective 

 

Other Cited References  

[6] Wikipedia – Sociocultural Evolution 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sociocultural_evolution 

 

[7] Wikipedia – Worldview 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worldview 

 

[8] Brief History of Human Cultural Development 

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/start-here-apah/brief-histories-

apah/a/a-brief-history-of-western-culture 

 

[9] Traditional Values 

https://conservapedia.com/Traditional_values 

 

[10] Age of Enlightenment (Modernism)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Age_of_Enlightenment 

 

[11] Postmodernism 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postmodernism 

 

[12] Cultural Evolution 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_evolution 

[13] The Search for the Integral Worldview 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0016328711001340 

 

Other Perspectives, Books and Media on America’s Cultural Wars  

 

https://kwbioapp.com/content/current-culture-wars-seen-through-integral-perspective
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sociocultural_evolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worldview
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/start-here-apah/brief-histories-apah/a/a-brief-history-of-western-culture
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/start-here-apah/brief-histories-apah/a/a-brief-history-of-western-culture
https://conservapedia.com/Traditional_values
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Age_of_Enlightenment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postmodernism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_evolution


15 
 

 
 


